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Dr Bill Cooke joined Courtaulds Ltd in 1963 and after completing a BSc in
Textile Engineering at Manchester University moved to British Celanese
where he worked in Technical Sales and Product Development. After gaining
production experience in tyre cord manufacture, filament yarn extrusion,
jacquard weaving and warp knitting he worked as part of the team developing
the knitwear (fully fashioned and cut-and-sew) and double jersey markets for
High Bulk Tricel.

Following his industrial experience he carried out research and development
and taught Knitting Technology and Design at Manchester University
(UMIST), retiring as Course Director and Senior Lecture in 2004.

His main areas of research and expertise include stitch bonding, double
jersey knitting, quality control in knitting, fabric performance, fabric wear and
pilling, medical textiles and the use of optical microscopy and the SEM
(scanning electron microscope) to identify the causes of fibre abrasion, fibre
fracture and fibre fatigue.
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